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EDITORIAL 


Firstly  ire  must  apologise  for  the  absence  of  the  bulletin  over  the 
past  year.  We  hope  that  it  has  now  got  over  its  difficulties  and  will 
continue  to  appear  twice  yearly  as  in  the  past.  The  format  has  been 
changed  to  allow  for  both  quicker  and  cheaper  production. 

There  have  recently  been  a number  of  new  appointments  to  positions 
within  the  society.  Tony  Vittery  (Treasurer)  has  agreed  to  take  up  the 
extra  burden  of  dealing  with  membership  enquiries  and  the  sale  and  distrib- 
ution of  reports.  Mark  Beaman  is  to  become  closely  involved  with  the 
preparation  of  future  reports  and  will  hilp  with  the  editing  of  the 
1970/71  report  and  Mike  Harrison  has  taken  over  the  editing  of  the  Bulletin. 


In  Turkey  much  is  going  on.  A new  conservation  society  is  being 
formed  in  Istanbul  by  Salih  and  Belkis  Acar,  and  we  wish  them  every 
success.  We  also  congratulate  Dr.  Zekai  Bayer  who  has  been  made  an  award 
for  his  National  Parks  work  in  Turkey,  which  was  presented  at  the 
Second  World  Conference  on  National  Parks,  Jaokson  Lake,  Wyoming,  U.S.A. 
in  September.  The  Bald  Ibis  (Cerontious  eremita)  colony  is  to  be  the 
subject  of  a conservation  project  backed  by  the  World  Wildlife  Fund  in 
1975#  Details  of  this  appeair  later  in  the  bulletin  as  do  reports  on  the 
autumn  migration  on  the  Bosphorus  and  the  Asvan  project* 


SOME  SUMMER  AND  AUTDMN  RECORDS 
Hiohard  Porter 


We  thought  members  would  be  Interested  to  hear  of  a few  of  the 
more  unusual  records  that  have  been  received  for  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  1972*  This  is  not  a comprehensive  report  as  there  are  still  many 
records  to  be  subaitted.  The  records  are  largely  unchecked  and  should 
not  be  regarded  as  authenticated. 
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THE  NEXT  BIRD  REPORT  AND  SUBMISSION  OF  RECOEDS. 


The  next  report  to  be  published  is  that  for  1970-71  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  be  ready  by  Spring  1973« 

We  are  now  collecting  records  for  1972,  and  almost  certainly,  as  in 
the  past,  these  will  be  produced  in  a biannual  report  along  with  the  data 

for  1973. 

All  records  should  be  sent  to  the  Editors,  Ornithological  Society  of 
Turkey,  c/o  RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Beds,  England, 

Records  should  be  listed  imder  species  (not  please  under  localities) 
and  using  only  one  side  of  a sheet.  Species  should  be  listed  in  the  order 
used  in  the  "Check  List  of  the  Birds  of  Turkey",  (i.e,  that  used  by  C,  Vaui’ie 
in  "Birds  of  the  Palearctic  Fauna"), 

Example  layout: 

Sterna  Hirundo  (J.L.R.V.  - observers  initials), 

W,  Anatolia  18th  July,  1972.  Colony  of  20  pairs  APOLYONT  GOLU, 

(Region*) 

* A map  showing  the  boundaries  of  the  geographical  regions  of  Turkey 
can  be  found  in  the  "Check  List". 


A few  copies  of  the  I968/69  Report  are  still  available,  price  £1,60, 
(post  free),  also  a few  copies  of  the  "Check  List  of  the  Birds  of  Turkey", 
price  (post  free)  from  OST,  c/o  RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Beds,  England, 


BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION,  AUTTORT  197| 
Mark  Beaman 


The  autumn  migration  at  the  Bosphorus  was  covered  by  a group  of  British, 
Dutchiiand  Danish  observers,  from  the  I5  of  August  to  the  4 of  October, 

For  the  first  time  the  Princes  Islands,  in  the  Sea  of  Marmara,  were 
systematically  watched  during  the  latter  part  of  August  and  the  first 
part  of  September,  They  proved  to  be  an  important  route  for  migrating 
White  Storks  (Ciconia  ciconia)  and  Honey  Buzzards  (Pernis  apivorus) 
during  north-easterly  winds  - when  the  numbers  seen  at  the  Princes 
Islands  vastly  exceeded  the  counts  at  Camlica,  Some  9 >000  Honey  Buzzards 
and  80,000  White  Storks  were  recorded  there  - taking  the  totals  of  these 
species  to  a new. peak  of  25,698  and  209,851  respectively. 

Black  Storks  (C. nigra)  were  also  up,  with  7,208  recorded.  Apart  from  the 
more  usual  Cranes  (Grus  grus),  a number  of  less  typically  Bosphorus  species 
were  seen  - including  a Flamingo  (Phoenicopterus  ruber)  and  a White 
Pelican  (Pelecanus  onocrotalus) ; the  latter  soaring  amidst  a flock  of 
White  StorksJ 

Black  Kites  (milvus  migrans)  totalled  2,6l7  and  5,313  Levant  Sparrowhawks 
(Accipiter  brevipes)  were  recorded.  On  the  15  of  September  of  2,400 
Levant  Sparrowhawks  passed,  in  flocks  of  up  to  500i  Buzzards  (Buteo 
buteo)  totalled  18,214;  a figure  considerably  less  than  the  50,000  which 
passed  in  the  autumn  of  I969,  tut  greater  than  the  average  for  the  past 
few  years. 
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the  nesting  ledges.  They  will  try  to  curtail  the  erection  of  new 
houses  close  to  the  colony  and  also  consider  the  clearing  of  houses 
under  the  colony.  It  has  been  suggested  that  some  28  houses  need  be 
removed  and  a small  public  garden  constructed  - obviously  a move  such 
as  this  will  require  funds  for  compensation  to  the  villagers  and  a 
lot  of  goodwill.  After  all  it  is  vital  that  the  people  of  Birecik, 
particularly  the  school  children,  are  behind  the  whole  project. 


Richard  Porter, 


KUSLARIMIZ  (OUR  BIRDS) 


Belkis  Acar  has  just  written  her  second  book  following  the  successful 
publication  of  Koqmen  Kuslar  (Migratory  Birds).  This  handy  sized 
publication  can  really  be  considered  as  Turkey's  first  popular  bird 
book  and  covers  117  species.  Each  is  illustrated  in  silhouette  form, 
by  Belkis 's  husband  Salih  Acar,  and  the  accompanying  text  deals  with 
description,  habitat,  behaviour  and  distribution,  the  notes  for  the 
latter  being  taken  from  the  O.S.T.'s  Bird  Reports  and  "Check  List", 


Throughout  the  text  are  some  fine  photographs  by  the  German  photo- 
grapher Udo  Hirsch,  and  the  book  comes  in  an  attractive  pack  with 
two  posters  based  on  photographs  by  Mr,  Hirsch,  a small  notebook 
which  contains  a Check  List  of  Turkish  birds  and  postcards  on  which 
records  of  birds  can  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Acar, 


The  book  is  obtainable  from  Red  House  Press,  P.K.  142  Istanbul, 
at  a price  of  15  Turkish  Lira  (about  40p), 
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Red-Backed  Shrike  (Lanius  collurio)  and  Hobby  (Falco  subbuteo)  were  the 
typical  birds. 

The  river  itself  is  about  30-40  m,  wide  and  fairly  fast  flowing.  The 
banks  of  the  river  on  the  village  side  consist  of  shingle,  sand  and 
gravel,  giving  way  in  places  to  mud  and  at  one  point  a stagnant  pool 
approximately  100  m.  in  length.  Water  birds  included  Garganey  (Anas 
querquedula) , Teal  (Anas  crecca)  and  a single  Great  Crested  Grebe 
(Podiceps  cristatus).  Ruff  (Philomachus  pugnax) , Little  Stint  (Calidris 
minuta)  and  Wood  Sandpiper  (Tringa  glareda)  were  often  to  be  seen  on  the 
pool,  while  further  up  river  parties  of  Crane (Grus  grus)  and  Black  Stork 
(Ciconia  nigra)  could  be  found.  Singles  of  Marsh  Sandpiper  (Tringa  stagnatilis) 
and  Lapwing  (Vanellus  vanellus)  were  also  recorded. 

The  high  land  behind  the  village  was  dry  and  rolling,  cut  by  wadis,  and  for 
the  most  part  farmed  for  wheat  on  all  the  possible  areas.  Scrub  vegetation 
occurred  in  the  wadis  wherever  perennial  streams  flowed  and  the  odd 
Mulberry  tree  broke  the  skyline.  Harriers  (Circus  sp.),  Stone  Curlew 
(Burhinus  oedicnemus).  Lesser  Grey  Shrike  (Lanius  minor),  Short-Toed  Eagle 
(Circaetus  gallicus)  and  five  species  of  Wheatear  (Oenanthe  sp.)  were 
recorded  here. 

Raptors  over  the  site  were  spectular  with  18  species  being  seen  within  a 
radius  of  10  Km.  In  the  second  week  of  September,  there  was  a large  passage 
of  Honey  Buzzards  (Pernis  apivoius)  with  up  to  550  being  seen  in  a day. 

A White-Tailed  Eagle  (Haliaeetus  albicilla)  was  seen  fishing  on  the  river, 
and  singles  of  Goshawk  (Accipiter  gentilis),  Levant  Sparrowhawk  (Accipiter 
brevipes)  and  Booted  Eagle  (Hieraaetiie  pennatus)  occurred  during  the  same 
period.  Marsh  Harriers  (Circus  aeruginosus)  occurred  on  the  17-19  September 
and  three  sightings  were  made  of  male  Hen  Harriers  (Circus  cyaneus)  and  one 
of  a male  Montagu's  Harrier  (Circus  pygargus)  in  addition  to  several  views 
of  ' ring- tails ' . 

Several  records  of  Great  Bustard  (Otis  tarda)  were  reported  by  the 
archaeologists,  and  the  villagers  told  us  that  parties  of  eight  were  not 
unusual  in  October,  though  we  had  only  one  sighting.  The  main  protection 
for  these  birds  which  are  very  highly  prized  by  the  villagers  for  food,  seems 
to  lie  in  the  laws  which  prevent  all  but  the  village  bekce  from  owning  rifles. 
Shot  guns  are  comparatively  useless  against  such  a shy  bird. 

Amongst  the  breeding  birds,  Pied  Kingfishers  (Ceryle  rudis)  were  notable. 

A pair  raised  five  young  on  the  river  below  the  village.  A single  common 
Kingfisher  (Alcedo  atthis)  was  also  seen.  Menetries  Warblers  were  also 
thought  to  breed  in  quite  large  numbers,  over  60  being  caught  in  the  two 
years . 

Other  interesting  records  included  four  Red-Tailed  Wheaters  (Oenanthe 
xanthoprymna) , possible  the  most  westerly  record  for  this  species.  Although 
our  descriptions  for  this  species  agreed  closely  with  that  in  "The  Birds  of 
Britain  and  Europe"  (Heinzel,  Fitter,  Parslow  1972),  it  would  appear  that 
this  is  not  the  nominate  race,  and  I would  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone 
who  has  experience  of  this  bird  in  Turkey,  Iran  or  other  parts  of  its  range. 

We  also  investigated  methods  of  catching  birds  employed  by  the  villagers. 

These  included  the  use  of  lines  comprising  100  horse-hair  snares  which  were 


h 


\ 
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placed  aroiand  a captive  male  Chukar  (Alectoris  chukar) , The  calling 
male  attracted  both  males  and  females  of  the  species  in  the  breeding 
season,  and  those  that  came  were  quickly  ensnared.  Rosy-coloured 
Starlings  (Sturnus  roseus)  were  caught  in  large  numbers  by  children 
who  climbed  on  the  houses  at  night  and  simply  snatched  the  roosting 
birds  from  the  Mulberry  trees.  A clever  child  could  take  20  to  30 
birds  in  an  evening. 

The  ornithological  potential  of  this  area  is  going  to  increase  greatly 
in  the  next  few  years  as  the  reservoir  is  completed.  Further  work  is 
envisaged  in  the  attempt  to  monitor  the  changes  that  the  lake  will  bring 
about.  I would  be  particularly  interested  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has 
visited  or  intends  to  visit  the  Euphrates/Murat  valley  in  this  area,  or 
who  would  be  prepared  to  take  part  in  any  future  studies  there. 


ARTICLES  FOR  BULLETIN 

I am  often  approached  by  people  thinking  of  going  to  Turkey  who  want  to 
know  either  where  to  go  for  birds  or  more  often  whether  there  is  any 
particular  project  that  they  could  help  in.  For  this  purpose,  it  would 
■|30  very  useful  if  we  could  use  the  bulletin  for  an  interchange  of  ideas 
for  possible  future  studies  or  co-ordinated  obseirvation  of  either 
species  or  places, 

I would  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  members  with  the  possible  view  of 
printing  letters  about  this  or  other  topical  subjects.  Please  continue 
to  send  in  articles  and  let  us  know  of  your  recent  activities. 


Editor. 


